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A+ Tour Guides 

By: Haley Vasey 
The A+ judges had visited Brisas on the 28th and the 29th. We all know we are an A+ school, based on our 
amazing staff and teachers and of course Mrs. Winkelmann and Mr. Katsiris. , This year we had some 5th grade 
tour guides named, Ja-el from Mrs. Noppenberg class, Bobby, Katelin, Haley (me) all from Mrs. Herting’s class. 
Katelin said “The A+ judge that I toured was really kind and nice.” I also thought that the 
judge I toured was  very kind and nice. I believe that the Judges are impressed with all the     
Brisas students and the school, teachers, and staff. Also, the 5th grade tourist  guides received a 
note from the judges saying how well we guided them and how they appreciated the help. The 
5th grade tour guides also pointed out very neat things on the walls of Brisas hallways. We hope 
the Judges also agree that we are an A+ school, even though they probably knew that from the   
second they set foot on campus! 

YELP Celebration 
By: Miranda Heinrich  
By the time YELP has all ended, everyone is so surprised 
about how fast the 20 weeks of YELP has gone by. I can’t 
believe it either. On the very first day of March in 2012, the 
graduation/celebration was held. 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade        
gathered in the assembly for the ceremony. There was        
everything from listening to long speeches, to stories, to    
enjoying refreshments. For kindergarten, 1st, and 2nd graders 
who don’t know what this is about, YELP is a leadership  
program that teaches you about the strategies of life. They 
give you helpful skills to help your future. It has changed my 
life. 

Mr. Katsiris, our assistant principal, was there to talk about YELP and our achievement towards it. Our amazing 
YELP teacher, Mr. Sissel, was there too. He read a story on doing your very best and trying no matter what. 
“When I look at all of you together, I can’t believe that I have taught so many of you,” he said. 
Later, more things began to happen. As you know, each 5th grade student writes a YELP essay on what they have 
learned, achieved, and their experience during YELP. The winners from each class got to read their paper in 
front of the 3rd, 4th & 5th grade. It may sound a bit scary, but I’m sure the readers were honored to be up there. 
The 4 winners were Sarah, Shivam, Zoë W., and me. It will be fourth grade next year to do that as a graduation. 
After all the speeches and stories, everyone was longing for something to eat. Green and blue cupcakes were  
distributed among everyone, as well as lemonade and water. It was such fun, and at the end, Mr. Sissel received a 
frame picture of him, the 5th grade teachers, and last but not least, the fabulous 5th grade  students. What a day! 
I’m kind of disappointed, though, because next year 5th grade won’t be able to have YELP anymore. I talked to a 
bunch of other people and they agree, too. Being able to have a leadership program such as YELP has helped all 
in many, many ways. The good thing is, 3rd and 4th grade still have the luxury of  continuing it. How lucky! But 
the key thing is to use all of your lifeskills, try your very hardest at the things you do, and lead your own life. 
That’s what YELP is all about. 



Fun Ideas for April Fool’s Day 
By: Katelin Rugg 
Did you play some fun tricks to  on your friends,  family, or 
teachers  on Aprils Fool’s Day? Here were some clever ideas for 
next year : 

1. Color your family’s milk with a few drops of food coloring!! 

2. Hang up a banner that says “MERRY CHRISTMAS” or 
“HAPPY HALLOWEEN”. 

3. Create colorful pancakes by food dying them green and     
orange. 

4. Wake up and fool everyone by saying “it is Monday”!!!! 

5. Put crumpled up newspaper in the toes of your dad’s shoes. 
Leave a note that says Happy April Fool’s Day!! 

6. Put together a spider. Then put it in your hair and go to 
school!!!! EEEEEKKKKKKK 

Take all the silverware and switch it with another cabinet or 
drawer. 
Those are my ideas, hope everyone had a fun and safe holiday !  

Happy Birthday Dr. Seuss 

By: Payton Deer 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY DR. SEUSS! 

Dr. Seuss was born on March 2, 1904 in 
Springfield Massachusetts. If he were alive 
today he would be 108. His real name was 
not Dr. Seuss, however. It was Theodor 
Seuss Geisel. Mr. Geisel attended         
Dartmouth College and became the       
editor-in-chief of the Jack-O-Lantern, the 
college’s humor magazine.  

To please his father he went on to Oxford 
University in England., but became bored. 
Young Theodor   decided to tour Europe 
instead. Eventually he found a job at    
Standard Oil, and worked there for more 
than 15 years, to create advertising cam-
paigns.  

Houghton Mifflin had asked Geisel to 
write a  children’s books using 225 “new 
reader” vocabulary words. That book was 
The Cat in the Hat. The Cat in the Hat was 
the book that he was most remembered 
for. It is the book that gave him the title of 
children’s author. He wrote all his books 
under the pen name Dr. Seuss.  

Dr Seuss died on September 24, 1991. In 
his life he wrote 44 children’s books, and 
they were translated in 15 different         
languages. His books have also received 
two Academy awards, two Emmy awards, a 
Peabody award, and the Pulitzer Prize.  
Every year Americans celebrate his      
birthday on March 2nd. Happy birthday 
Dr. Seuss. 

Pat’s Run                                                 
By: Lilly Garcia  
RUN | WALK | HONOR 

Pat’s Run is on Saturday April 21, 2012.  This charity run is in 
honor of Pat Tillman. “How long is it” you may ask?  The adult 
run is 4.2 miles and the kid’s run is .42 miles. 

Who was Pat Tillman?  He was a star football player/hero in the 
military.  He turned down a $3.6 million contract to go serve in 
the military after 9/11.  I admire Pat Tillman because he stood up 
for what he thought was right.  Pat Tillman died as a hero. 

The length of the run was chosen because of the number on his 
ASU jersey.  He was number 42.  The money from this race    
supports The Tillman Military Scholars program.  More than 
35,000 people participate in 
Pat’s Run each year.   



You've Been Spotted!                 

By: Adriana Leon  
As you may have noticed the cafeteria behavior has improved. 
If you’re wondering why, I'll tell you. It's because of a new      
program called: You've Been Spotted! Ms. Sandi and Ms. Toni 
are the creators  of it. If you don't know how it works, it works 
like this:  

• You use your lifeskills  

• Than if Ms. Sandi or Ms. Toni see you they will give you a                                                                                                                                     
yellow ticket 

•  After that you put your name, teacher's name,  and grade.  

•  Than put it in the bucket and wait. 

Here's Ms. Sandi to answer some questions.  

 Ms. Sandi how did you and Ms. Toni think of the program?             
"A couple of 4th grade boys came up to us and Mrs. 
Winkelmann and Mr. Katsiris thought  it was a good 
idea."  

 Do you think it helped improve the behavior?                                            
"Yes I do."   

 Which grade do you think it has improved the most?                              
"Me and Ms. Toni have the most fun with 5th grade, but 
it has helped 1st and 2nd the most. 

Do you like this grade? " Of Course." 

Gecko Getaway 

By: Kyler long      
Gecko getaway is a very fun 
place to go. You people that 
have gone know how fun it is. If 
you don’t like it then that’s your 
opinion. To tell the truth I liked it more than the wax mu-
seum that I went to on March 7, 2012. At gecko getaway you 
get to play ping pong and jenga. You also get to play on 
blocks and play board games. Mrs. Van Ryswyk or as you 
know her Mrs. Jan will challenge you to a game of Jenga. 
Watch out though she might win. Now that you know that it 
is super fun get there a.s.a.p. 

Book Review:                     
No Passengers Beyond  
This Point 
                                                                           
Author: Gennifer Choldenko 
 
India is 14 and totally self obsessed, much 
like any young teenage girl. Look a little 
deeper and you will see her insecurity and 
overwhelming desire to be loved and        
appreciated. Finn is 12 and the worrier of 
the family. He wants to make everything 
right for everybody. Mouse, the six year old 
genius is only in kindergarten but does fifth 
grade math and asks questions about        
everything. 
 
All of these characters are dealing with some 
harsh troubles. Their mom has just told 
them that the bank is foreclosing their house 
and they have to move to Colorado to stay 
with an uncle that none of them have ever 
met. For India it means leaving her friends, 
for Finn it means leaving his basketball 
dreams, and for Mouse, it means leaving 
their mother who has to stay behind and 
finish out the school year. 
 
When the plane the kids are traveling on 
makes an early landing, the story shifts     
dramatically. It's quite a shock, before you 
know it you are traveling down the highway 
in a pink taxi with feathers. I can't really 

speak to much 
more of the 
plot without    
g iv ing too 
much away, 
except to say 
that the kids go 
o n  a n           
adventure that 
will help them 
come to some 
r e a l i z a t i o n s 
about their 
own strengths 
and how much 
they love each 
other. 



The Ides of  March                        
By: Maya Hicks 
The day Julius Caesar was killed 

Have you ever heard the name Julius Caesar? Did you 
know it belonged to a famous Roman Emperor? Well, 
now you do. Julius Caesar was a Roman Emperor who 
was killed by his friends! They were the members of part 
of the government that he worked with. Caesar was 
stabbed to death 23 times  by a group of conspirators 
and republicans from the senate. This happened on 
March 15, 44 BC. Caesar was described as a powerful, 
determined, and clever man who dedicated his life to his 
country like any other Roman Emperor.  Julius Caesar 
will always be remembered as a powerful man  

Movie Review                                                                              
By: Sarah Fuller  
We have all read the book and now it is time for the movie! I asked Elise from Mrs. 
Herting's 5th grade class what she thought of the new movie, THE LORAX, star-
ing Zach Efron and Taylor Swift 

Interviewer- What was your favorite part in the Lorax?                                                                                                
Elise's response- When the Oncler told the young boy the story of the Lorax.  

Interviewer- If you could rate this movie from 1 as very bad to 5 as very good what would you rate it ?                                  
Elise's response- I would rate it as a 5.  

 Interviewer- What was the turning point in this movie ?                                                                                           
Elise's response- The turning point in this movie was when the Once-ler and the young boy plant 
the tree.                                                                                                                                                      
Interviewer- Who was your favorite character in the Lorax ?                                                                                        

Elise's response- My favorite character from 
the Lorax would have to be the Lorax. 

 Many people loved the Lorax and they think you 
would also, so buy some tickets! 


